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I. Data for the author, the dissertation, the abstract and the
publications

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Krasimir Todorov Krastev is currently a full-time lecturer
at the University of Shumen 'Bishop Konstantin Preslavski', where in October
2015 he was habilitated as an associate professor. In his professional
development before Shumen University he worked as a history teacher and
museum curator - archaeologist. In November 2009 he defended the degree PhD
in the field of ancient archeology. The manuscript presented for defense entitled
'Thaler coins in the Bulgarian Lands in the 16th - 17ft centuries' is a
dissertation of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Krasimir Krastev, dedicated to a completely
different (such as issues and chronology) topic compared to the topic of his
previous dissertation. The manuscript is constructed in the following structure:
preface, review ofsources and historiography on the topic, seven chapters, 5

appendices, list of abbreviations, descriptions of image sources, abbreviations
and references and conclusion in a total volume of 518 pages.

The first chapter is devoted to the preconditions for the appearance of the
thaler, as the proces,s of mining and application for the needs of coinage of silver
in Europe in the 1 5* - l6* centuries, the ratio between gold and silver and the
political imbalance in Europe's trade relations with the East.

In the second chapter the emphasis is placed o! the origin and spread of
thaler in Europe in the period up to the end of the 17th century. The predecessors
are traced in detail here, as well as the subsequent appearance of all variants of
the thaler, struck and distributed in Europe and outside the 'Old' continent
during the period under consideration.



The third chapter presents by type the divisions of the thaler and other
coin denominations associated with it in the Netherlands.

The fourth chapter analyzes the prerequisites and reasons for the entry of
the thaler in the Bulgarian lands in the 16th - 17fr centuries. Here the analysis is
economic and historical.

The fifth chapter (pp. 112-205) has a central place in the overall
construction of the dissertation. After outlining the ways in which European
silver coins penetrated the Bulgarian lands and pointing out the reasons for
vaulting collective coin finds, the author traces the specific distribution of thaler
coins in Bulgaria during the period, structuring this chapter in many paragraphs
and subparagraphs according to the origin of the $iscovered coins.

The sixth chapter analyzes the value and purchasing power of thaler coins
in the Bulgarian lands in the 16th - 17ft centuries.

The seventh chapter presents the treasures containing thaler coins from
the 16th - l7th century, originating from the tenitory of today's Bulgaria.

The Catatog (Appendix V) includes all known countries, rulers, mints and
types of thaler coins originating from the Bulgarian lands , atotal of 174 types of
coins (pp. aT-48Q.

The topic of the dissertation is undoubtedly dissertable, as its main purpose
is to make an overview of the topic on which it is written, on which there is a lot
of preserved numismatic material, but on which so far there is no complete
publication, and it is possible to introduce in the use of new historical sources
and numismatic material or the new interpretation of already published ones.
This is exactly what has been achieved with the present dissertation.

The text of the dissertation is stylistically sustained, well readable despite
the voluminous historiographical and factual information presented in it - afact
that should be considered as a good achievement of Assoc. Prof. Krasimir
Krastev.

The abstract in a volume of 52 pages is designed according to the
requirements for this type of scientific work.

Krasimir Krastev presents 10 publications on the topic of the dissertation,
of which nine articles and one study. These publications reflect some of the
main topics covered in the dissertation. They analytically present single and
collective coin finds from the period 14t'- 18ft centuries, which today are stored
in various museum funds in the counhy. Regional museum of history - Burgas,
'Iskra' museum of history -Kazanlak Museum of history - Popovo and others.

II. Compliance with minimum national requirements
According to the latest changes and additions in Law on the development

of the academic staff in Republic of Bulgaria, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Krasimir Krastev
meets the conditions for opening a procedure for defense of a dissertation for the
scientific degree 'Doctor of Science', as it fully covers the minimum required



points by groups of indicators for this scientific degree, as follows: group of
indicators A (dissertation for Educational and Scientific Degree PhD) - 50 of the
required 50 points; group of indicators B (dissertation for Scientific Degree
'Doctor of Science') - 100 out of 100 points; group of indicators D
(publications) - 105 out of 100 points, group of indicators D (citations) - 100
out of 100 points; or a total of the minimum required 350 points, he collects 355
points from publications, citations and other indicators.

I think that the dissertation submitted for discussion for the degree of
'Doctor of Science' contains theoretical summaries and solutions to significant
scientific problems that correspond to modern achievements and represent a
significant and original contribution to science, therefore it meets the
requirements of Art. 37 of the Regulations for apilication of the Law on the
development of the academic staff in Republic of Bulgaria. The dissertation of
Assoc. Prof. Krastev does not repeat the topic and content of the dissertation
presented by him for acquiring the educational and scientific degree PhD
(Regulations for application of the Law on the development of the academic
staff in Republic of Bulgaria, Art. 37 ,para. I).

III. Relevance and scientific contributions
In my opinion, the main contributions of the dissertation a"re as follows:
1. The dissertation complements and significantly builds on the monograph

'Dutch silver coins in the Bulgarian lands (1576 - 1699)' published in2019 by
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Krasimir Krastev (Shumen University Publishing House). It is
obvious that the author has restructured and significantly expanded his research,
both in its main part and in the appendices - with new tables, charts, maps and a
much more extensive and complete catalog of the presented coins, including
much more samples. This is a commendable research approach, showing a
lasting and deep interest in the specific topic, which is undoubtedly significant,
but was poorly studied in our country until the appearance in recent decades of
some publications. Now this topic is finally summarized and gets its finished
look with this dissertation.

2. A very good impression is left on the reader by the detailed source and
historiographical review made at the beginning of the dissertation (pp. 8-23).
The author traces the historical sources with information about the thalers in the
Bulgarian lands under Ottoman rule by grouping them into two main categories
- written and numismatic, and critically reviews all available Bulgarian
literature on the subject from its appearance in the early 20m century to the
present day, as even offers its periodization. Assoc. Prof. Krastev treats each
author with respect and reverence, even when criticism of a publication or
author has to take precedence over praise. The belated scientific interest on the
topic, the indisputable contributions of certain publications, the mistakes and
omissions of others are briefly, but precisely and clearly explained. It is an
exaggeration to say, but there is almost no omitted title, directly or indirectly



related to the topic, which is not used in the study - rough accounts show that
about 500 are the titles cited by the author (pp. a9a-515), among which are and
17 titles of his own publications (pp. a97-498).

3. The research has an interdisciplinary character. Although built mainly on
the presentation and analysis of voluminous numismatic material, it is also based
on the methods of other branches of historical science - Economic History
(History of Money and Coin Circulation), Medieval History of Europe, History
of the Ottoman Empire, Balkan History.

4. I believe that the last three chapters are the most contributing to the
overall presentation of the dissertation: the fifth, sixth and seventh. Exactly in
them for the first time in our historiography that all available information about
the circulation of European thaler coins in the Bulgarian lands in the 16ft - 17ft
centuries is analytically presented, and in practice in their entirety these are the
foreign silver coins introduced in the Bulgarian lands in the early Ottoman
period; again here their purchasing power is established - i.e. the main issues
that have a direct and fundamental relation to the economic development of the
period have been clarified.

ry. Critical remarks
In summary of what has been said so far, I would like to emphasize that the

research of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Krasimir Krastev fully achieves its goals as a
dissertation. But since I expect its further development and preparation for
publication as a monograph, I would like to make some remarks and
recommendations in this regard. I believe that in this form the conclusion is not
satisfactory. What is included in it, namely - the development and use of thaler
coins after the end of the study period, is only part of the content of a proper
conclusion of work with similar ambitious goals, scope and research objectives.
It must contain a brief overview and summary of the research, highlighting the
contributions to which the author has sought and achieved. In addition, I
recommend some restructuring of the dissertation - the conclusion should be
immediately after the last chapter seven, and after it is the place of applications
and the whole additional and reference apparatus. However, these notes and
recommendations do not change the good overall impression of the dissertation,
which has achieved the research goals set in it.

V. Conclusion
In conclusion, I believe that the dissertation has met all the requirements

and conditions laid down in the regulations and based on the above I
convincingly propose to the Honored Scientific Jury to award Assoc. Prof.
Krasimir Todorov Krastev. PhD the scientific desree 'Doctor of Science' in the



field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. tristory and
archeology, Scientifi c area Archeolory (Numismatics).
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